seeking to reclaim the animation lega-
cy pioneered by the Wan Brothers in
the early 20th century. Shanghaied by
Mao Zedong's Cultural Revolution and
then crushed by the juggernaut of
Japanese anime, the Chinese anima-
fion industry has been reeling for de-
cades (pun intended) in a punch-
drunk, outsource-fueled haze of stifled
creativity. Unfil now.

A new generation of Chinese ani-
mation filmmakers—versed in influenc-

with films that are in turn thrilling, hilari-
ous, gorgeous and thoughtful. Among
the original animated properties cur-
rently in development in China, one
receiving serious buzz on the mainland
and elsewhere is Beijing-based Ai Yi
Mei Xun Animation Company's Road
to Home, China'’s first environmentally
themed animated feature film. Set on
the Qinghai-Tibetan plateau, Road to
Home portrays the unique cultural
characteristics of Western China while

cess. Although attitudes are evolving, this
remains areality of flmmaking in China. It
has been my pleasure to advise the Road
to Home team for the better part of this
year, and | have been impressed with
how skillfully they walk this line. Road fo
Home has garnered significant inferest in
Taiwan and the U.S. at the same time
that an official from China's Ministry of
Culture refemred fo it as “the best [Chi-
nese animated] film in development that
I've seen.” No small feat, that.







